1953-05-11, John to Gary by Horner, John
Chapman University 
Chapman University Digital Commons 
Gary Whiteley Korean War Correspondence 
Collection CAWL Archives: The Korean War 
5-11-1953 
1953-05-11, John to Gary 
John Horner 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/gwhiteley_collection 
Recommended Citation 
Horner, John, "1953-05-11, John to Gary" (1953). Gary Whiteley Korean War Correspondence Collection. 5. 
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/gwhiteley_collection/5 
This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the CAWL Archives: The Korean War at Chapman 
University Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Gary Whiteley Korean War Correspondence 
Collection by an authorized administrator of Chapman University Digital Commons. For more information, please 
contact laughtin@chapman.edu. 
1953-05-11, John to Gary 
Keywords 
U.S.A., U.S. Soldiers, correspondence, Fowler, CA, army, air force, troops, postal service, postal stamp, 
children, health and sickness, homesick, comradery, assignment, foreign occupation, morale, recreation 
and entertainment, leisure, culture, Easter, holiday, food, family, religion, clergy, education, post-war hopes, 
loneliness, Santa Barbara, CA, instrument, music, gifts, Japan, religion, family, air mail, switchboard 
operator 
Identifier 
2015.075.w.r._Whiteley_koreanwar_1953-05-11_005 
This letter is available at Chapman University Digital Commons: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/
gwhiteley_collection/5 





  [[Nick Dante 7/6/2016]] 
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Pfc. John Horner, US 52111914        Free 
HQ. CO. 2nd. Bn. 5th R.C.T.           # 
APO 301, c/o Postmaster   [[image- faded black circle stamp: U.S. ARMY   
San Francisco, Calif.    POSTAL SERVICE A.P.O. MAY  12 1953]] 
 
        [[text: VIA AIR MAIL]] 
 
    Gary Whitley 
    BOX 432  
Fowler,   
      CALIf. 
    U.S.A. 
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     Monday, Morning 
     May 11, 1953 
 
Hello Gary, 
 Today I received your most wel-  
comed, and long awaited letter of April  
28th, and was more than glad to hear  
from my very best buddy. I hope this  
date finds you in the best of health,  
luck, and happiness. As for myself I  
am fine in all, how ever I am very  
homesick. 
 I am sure you had a very nice  
Easter this year, and had a lot of goodies  
given to you. I am sure you had a swell  
time at your Uncle’s house. I used to  
like to go see my uncles, for they used  
to give me money, when I was a small  
boy, so you and I have a lot in common  
in this matter. Am glad that you 
were in Church on Easter. I like people  
who believe in God, and attend Church  
regular. You see Gary, I have high  
hopes on being a priest, when I 
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  II 
Am discharged from the army in Nov. 
 Gary, I am sure you do get good  
grades. What grade are you in? What  
were your marks in your last report  
period? I am sure that you made  
very good grades, most likely all A’s.  
Study hard in school, and make the  
best grades you can. You have along  
time to live, and who knows maybe  
someday, you will be president of the  
United States. Keep up the good work  
in school, and at the end you will  
be well rewarded. 
 So, your [[Goa – Y Club ?]] have a lot of good  
atheletes in it. You boys must be very  
fast runners, to win all those races.  
Did you take part in all of these events?  
I bet you enjoyed the pie eating  
contest best of all? What sports do  
you play the most? I bet that you  
like to play baseball and basket-ball  
a lot. I like both of these a lot, and   
have played quite a bit in my life. 
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  III 
 Well school will close in a couple  
of more weeks. I bet you can hardly  
wait for summer vacation to come?  
What are your plans for the summer?  
I bet you are just going to relax and  
take life easy? Do you like to swim?  
Have you ever been swimming at Santa  
Barbara? I used to go there a lot when  
I was stationed at Camp Roberts, Calif.  
 How did all turn out at the Public  
School Week affair? I am sure all was  
a big success? Glad to hear you are  
a member of the orchestra. What  
kind of an instrument do you play? 
 Gary, you asked me if I have  
heard from Bob? No, I have not, he  
has gone home on rotation, about a month  
ago. He said he would write me as soon  
as he would reach Philadelphia. When  
he does write, I will let you know  
and I will send you his address,  
so that you can drop him a few  
lines.  
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  IV 
 Gary, I will be going to Japan for  
a little rest in about a month. I would  
like to send you a present, but do not  
know what you would like to have.  
Could you please let me know what  
you have on your mind, it would  
make things a lot easier for me. I  
sure would appreciate it, it you could  
let me know in next letter to me? 
 I would also like to have a pic-  
ture of you. I want to have your pic-  
ture, so I can see what a nice fellow   
my buddy is. I will send you my  
picture in a short while, as soon as  
I have some taken.  
 I close for now, thanking you for  
the swell letter. Please write soon  
for your letters are great morale  
builders. May God Bless you and  
your family, and guide you all. 
Your friend 
  John 
  # 
 
